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ADVERTISEMENT, 


E 4 H E Profits from the Sale of this 
Sermon are to be applied 70 the 
Relief of the Sufferers. 
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JOB xiii. 15. 
Though he ſlay me, yet will I truſt 


in him. 


H E beſt inſtructions and encourage- 
IJ Tf ment for the knowledge and prac- 
ka tice of religion, are the chriſtian's 
privilege and bleſſing; and the moſt excel- 
lent precepts of grace and truth, publithed 
in the holy bible, are further recommended 
to the believer's eſteem and imitation, in 
thoſe ſhining examples of piety and goodneſs 
that adorn the facred hiſtory. Theſe emi- 
nent patterns of faith and patience, direct 
and invite us to follow them, when placed 
in the ſame circumſtances, or expoſed to the 
like tryals ; while we are encouraged with 
the hope of the promiſes they have obtained, 
and until, we ſhall rejoice exceedingly in our 


poſſeſſion of the ſame rich and incorruptible 
recompence. 
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( 4 ) 
Converſant with their hiſtory, and aſſured 
by their example, we know—that the wiſe 
and good governor of all the carth enables 
men to perform what he reſpectiyely requires 
and commands us to do—that religion (which 
is necellary to our common improvement and 
telicity) is ſubject to our diſcovery, and poſ- 
ſible to our practice that the greateſt favou- 
tites of heaven have been ſometimes placed 
on earth in a very. low and ſuffering condi- 
tion ; but that all patient continuers in well- 
doing, ſhall hereafter be crowned: with Joy 
unſpeakable, and full of glory — hereby ve 
Rnow the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
being rich, for our fakes became pour, that we 
en his poverty might be rich. 5 
The ever dutiful and beſt beloved ta _ 
Son himſelf, generouſly. ſtooped from the 
glory he had with the father before the 
world was, even to the ſharpeſt: ſufferings and 
indignity that have been ſuſtained or inflicted 


upon earth, But if he captain of our ſalvati: 


on de himſelf made perfect through ſufferings, 


the following power and glory of his wells 


atteſted reſurrection, gives the beſt ſecurity 
to the believer's faith and patience, in all our 
lefler and. victuous ſufferings, to follow his 
Reps; voking urito Feſus, the author and Vnſſor 


er 


33 
er of our faith, who for the joy that was ſet 
before him, endured the croſs, deſpifing its ſhame, 
and is ſet down at the TINO band of the throne 
of God. Heb. xii. 2. 


Next to this moſt illuſtrious and finiſhed 
character of Irsus CHRIST, the ſcriptures 
ſet forth the hiſtory and deportment of Job, 
as an admirable pattern of integrity and pa- 
tient ſubmiſſion to the will of Gop, through 
a long courſe of ſevere and various diſcipline : 
whoſe caſe and behaviour offers much benefit 
and conſolation to our due conſideration on 
this too ſeaſonable occaſion. In order to 
this, we would 


Firſt—collect 8 the ſacred hiſtory and 
book of Job, an abſtract of the extraordinary 
calamities this good man met with, and the 


remarkable wiſdom and piety with which he 
bore them : that being well reminded of the 


wiſe and ſteady behaviour of Job, through the 
different Scenes of his proſperity and ſuffer- 
ings, our attention may be led, in the 


Second place—to the general inſtruction 
and encouragement his hiſtory affords : and 
for which uſeful purpoſe, we find it inſerted 
in our bibles. 
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And may this addreſs become effectual 
(through the divine blefling) both to lighten 


the weight and apprehenſion of the calami- 


ties we feel or may fear at preſent—and to 
convert them to our improvement and ineſti- 
mable advantage hereafter |! Though be ſlay 
me, yet will I truft in him. 


Firt—we are to remind you of the great 
proſperity and ſufferings this good man met 
with ; and the inflexible wiſdom and-patience 
with which he bare them. 


As the ſacred hiſtory informs us— Job was 
the man who ſunk, from great eminence, and 
from the beſt and moſt proſperous ſtate, to a 
very low and ſuffering condition. And this 
wide and ſudden change in his outward cir- 
cumſtances, may well be accounted more 
hard and deplorable. In the time of his 
proſperity, Job poſſeſſed the eſtate of a prince, 
had a very great houſehold, and was tlie chief 
man of all the country wherein he dwelt. 


He was favoured with an abundance, and a 


fit diſpoſition to enjoy it: and felt every ge- 
nerous ſatisfaction that could ariſe from the 
bleſſed union of a large heart, with his im- 
menſe eſtate. His character and felicity was 


to 


© 3; 

to be the father of the poor ; and the cauſe he 
tue u not, be ſearched out. He brake the jaws 
of the wicked, and pluckt the ſpoil out of bis 
feeth. The bleſſing of thoſe who were ready to 
periſh came upon him, and be cauſed the widow 5 


heart to fing for joy. Therefore, when the car 


beard, it bleſſed bim; and "when the oye ſaw, it 
gave witneſs to the extenſive benefits of his mind 
and condition : which in the days of his re- 
markable proſperity, had rendered Job the 
glory and delight of all around him : and 
theſe his perſonal enjoyments muſt needs be 
all generouſly enlarged with his proſpect of 
tranſmitting his eminent name and ſubſtance 


to his poſterity—to the enjoyment of ſeven 


ſons and three daughters. But how tranſient 
and flattering are all earthly delights and ex- 
pectations ! This height of proſperity ſerved 
but to lengthen his fall—to aggravate and 
multiply his afflictions—and to give a fuller 
ſcope for the exerciſe of the reſignation and 
patience of Job. 

Fire came from heaven and conſumed his 


large flocks of ſheep. The Sabeans and 


Chaldeans ſwept off his multitudes of camels, 


aſſes, and oxen; and flew all his ſervants 
who guarded them, excepting three only, 
who eſcaped with the news of their deftruc- 

tion. 
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8.9 
tion. He no ſooner ſound himſelf ſtript © of 
all his great ſubſtance, than the laſt heavy 
meſſenger of diſtreſs reported the fatal whirl- 
wind, that had buried all his ſons and daugh- 
ters under the ruins of the houſe of their 
eldeſt brother, wherein they were aſſembled 
to eat, and drink wine. And theſe fad and 
unlooked- for diſaſters, whereby his proſpe- 
rous eſtate and family were at once totally 
blaſted, were all completed by a noĩſonte le- 
proſy, that ſeized and ſpread over his body, 
and rendered his life a burthen to himſelf, 
and an offence to all around him. 

To the fool, who has ſaid i in his heart there 
| is no God, and to the unthinking gloomy ſuf- 
| ferer, without hope or fear of any future 
exiſtence, it may ſeem eligible and in cha- 

rater, rather than endure a. life ſtript of 
every enjoyment, and embittered with com- 
plicated woe—to ſhorten their deſperate mi- 
{ery with their exiſtence—and to ſeek relief 
in the grave (which yet is the natural abhor- 
is rence of every living creature) for here the 
i wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there the Pri- 
RT foners reſt together : they hear not the voice of 
I the oppreſſor : the ſmall and great are there ; ; 

and the ſervant is free from his muſter. Job 
iii. 17, . 
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But, however, the ſmart of his various and 
fore afflitions could not but make him weary 
of his life, make him long for death, (with 
the permiſſion and will of his maker) and re- 
joice exceedingly to find the grave—never- 
theleſs—Job having confidered Gop in the 
days of his great proſperity, remembered and 
could truſt in God under the greateſt outward 
diſtreſs ; and the dark ſcenes of life ſerved but 
to brighten the character of his wiſdom and 
piety. To loſe, in one day, all his great ſub- 
ſtance, and all his children, was indeed a 
heavy ſtroke, that required ſuch effectual ſup- 
port as true religion only can give. But when 
the meſſengers of his various calamities came 
faſt upon him, Job received them with the 
recollection and fortitude of a good man: in- 
ſomuch that the firſt deep impreſſions of a 
childleſs parent, prevented not the expreſſions 
of his duty and ſubmiſſion to Gop : for be 
aroſe, and rent his mantle, and ſhaved bis head, 
and ſaid, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, 
end naked ſball I return: the Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord. Though he felt the ſmart of 
that ſore diſeaſe, the very fight of which waſt- 
ed the patience of his wife, and drew from 
ba this raſh and wicked counſel, Curſe Gop, 
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( 10 )) 
and die: ſtill Job -retained his integrity his 
righteouſneſs he held faſt, and would not let 
it go: and being reſolved that his heart ſhould 


not reproach bien as long as he lived, he re- 
proves his wife's folly with his piety, ſhall: We 
receive good at the hands of Gop, (ſays he) an 
ſhall wwe not alſo receive evil? When the un- 
generous cenſutes of his friends conſtrued; his 
ſufferings into judgments, and charged him 
with hypocriſy, as they could not fix upon 
any open wickedneſs; he then appeals to the 
former and judge of his heatt, who witnefled 
his ſincerity, and approved the uniformity of 
his religious profeſſion and practice. And 
however myſterious or inexplicable the ways 
of Gop's providence might appear to Job, 
his profeſſion of an upright heart juſtified the 
confidence and expreſſion of his faith, that his 
Redeemer lived, and thou gh after worms had de- 
Atroyed his body, he. ſhould ſtill live and fee Gov. 
Wherefore he wiſely reſolved to hold his in- 
tegrity with his life; and, though his maker 
ſhould ay bim with calamities, he would yet 
perſiſt to rruſt in hin. Having thus appealed 
from the reproaches of .men to the. infallible 
judgment of Gp, his hiſtory. informs : us, 
that the almighty indulged his requeſt, ſpeak- 
ing to him out of the Wind. and atteſt- 
ing 


"os 
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ing his integrity and acceptance. Having 
ſuſtained all theſe remarkable tryals with in- 
vincible confidence and ſubmiſſion, the wiſ- 
dom and bounty of divine providence reſtored 
to Job the number of his former children, 
raiſed him even to an higher pitch of worldly 
proſperity, than that from which he fell : 

And having left the world his uſeful pattern 
of beneficence and patience in the wideſt ex- 
tremes of life, he was received, in a good old 
age, to the virtuous and ineſtimable rewards 
of his well-tried and confirmed piety. 
Fre rom this abſtract of the extraordinary proſ- 
perity, ſufferings, and wiſe behaviour of — 
proceed we in the 


Second place to draw out chat general in- 
ſtruction and encouragement, which it ſug- 
geſts; and for which uſeful purpoſe the 
character and hiſtory of Job are inſerted in 
the book of Gop. 8 

No by the light and revelation of this 
ſacred hiſtory, we are taught 


F irſt—That the various and greateſt afflic- 
tions, which mankind are expoſed to, in this 
our previous ſtate of diſcipline and improve- 


ment, are all determined by the permiſſion 
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and guidance of the all-wiſe and enn 
providence of almighty Goo. 

Such was the rational faith, and pious con- 
fidence of Job—that his afflictions aroſe not 
from the duſt—and the beginning of his hiſ- 
tory reveals their cauſe, and proves the truth 


of this his wiſe, belief, 


. The reaſon wherewith 3 has endowed 
man, may convince us in general—that all 


ſecond cauſes muſt needs owe their continu- 


ance and effect, to the influence and will of 
the firſt and over-ruling cauſe of all things, 
But from revelation we learn, what TY 
not, perhaps, be diſcovered without it, name- 
ly—that the great being governs the world by 
the miniſtry of his inviſible ſpirits. Theſe 
are and have been placed in their proper ſtates 
of tryal, no leſs than we the inhabitants of 
fleſh and blood. And they rejoice in the 


likeneſs and favour, or are blaſted with the 


conſequent diſpleaſure, of the deity ; as they 
uſe well, or neglect and abuſe, their high ſta- 
tions and capacities. By theſe miniſtring 
ſpirits, the father and ſovereign lord of all 
the families in heaven and earth, ſteers the 
univerſe, (without whoſe all-enlivening influ- 
ence, all creatures muſt ſtand ſtill, or tumble 
into confuſion and endleſs diforder ;) theſe 

mingle 


( 33 
mingle. their ſecret influence in our affairs, 
and check or forward the poor deſigns of mor- 
tals—juſt ſo far—as the good pleaſure of hea- 
ven commands, or permits them. 

Thus Satan, * as the head and repreſenta- 
tive of all evil, is ſet forth to our faith in the 
character of an evil ſpirit, and the conſequent 
accuſer and enemy of pious Job. He brought 
upon him thoſe terrible calamities, which the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of Gop ſuffered him to 
execute: but the effect of his diſappointed 
malice, gave a better exerciſe, and clearer 
demonſtration of this good man's faith and 
patience. Hereby Job defeated the devil's 
aim, and rendered himſelf more acceptable 
to his Gop. By his patient continuance in 
well-doing, he has furniſhed ſucceeding ages 
with the direction and encouragement of his 
example, and acquired to himſelf a better 
meetneſs and reliſh for his confirmed reward 
and inheritance among the ſaints in glory. 

And is not his a juſt conſolation ? a ſuffi- 
cient ſecurity and happineſs to all who have 
wiſdom and piety to receive it? to be in- 


ſtructed by the credit and authority of a re- 


velation | 


— 


» This is one moral uſe and apparent deſign of 
Job's s hiſtory, conſidered as litera), or allegorical. 
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vetitibn from heaven that all our r intekeſts 
are ſafe under the inſpection and i in the hands 
of the moſt wiſe, powerful, and good being, 
our father, our ſupreme. benefactor, and Tigh- 
teous judge! that the enemies of our ſouls 
can come no nearer to us, than as they are 
permitted by the greateſt friend and well- 
wiſher to our happineſs; who controuls the 
malice of evil ſpirits, . and converts them into 
the inſtruments, and to the wiſe and good 
ends of his moral government over us. How 
neceffarily forlorn and joyleſs would the moſt 
proſperous and envied condition in this world 
be, did we apprehend it to come to us by 
chance, to be continued by blind accident, and, 
for any thing we could know or do to pre- 
vent it, might leave us in miſery, or without 
exiſtence but while we believe and know, 
that whatever occurs to us in this our preſent 
ſtate of diſcipline, is ſubje& to the controul, 
and aorecable to the will of the greateſt and 
beſt 3 ; this may well ſupport and relieve 
our ſpirits under the ſhort adverſities of the 
world, and reconcile our hope to the darkeſt 
diſpenſations of his wiſdom and goodneſs : 
for Gop, the author of our frame, is ſurely 
the fitteſt judge of our neceſlities : he beſt. 
knows the nature and value of the future 
ſtate, 


U 15 ) 
ſtate, for which he has principally made and 
deſigned us; and what outward..circumſtan- 
ces of this life are moſt conducive to diſci- 
pline our minds, and qualify them to obtain 
and enjoy that eternal life which is incom- 
Pay. better.. 

When we look dns what ;nconteſtible 
proofs of our maker's wiſe benevolence con- 
tinually meet and croud into our obſervation ! 
and well may we truſt the moſt diſtant ends of 
divine government, which we ſee not, to the 
conduct of the fame. wiſdom and goodneſs, 
that daily and brightly appear: we ſee and 
know that his providence is over all the 
works of his hands; and may well preſume 
and hope that his great wiſdom conſults the 
beſt general and particular intereſts of man- 
kind that whatever our father in heaven is 
pleaſed to beſtow, or to inflict upon us, in this 
world, is always ſuited to our nature and 
preſent condition; and both deſigned for. 
and capable of, fitting and raiſing our mind: 
to the higheſt ſtate of perfection. | 

This univerſal hope of human nature, is 
pg the evidence, and ſhines out in che 
word of Gop ; which proclaims, that Ze | 
judge of all the earth does, in all caſes, what is | 
right—that the merciful father of the ſpirits | 
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of all fleſh docs nor willingly flick, or grieve 
rhe children of men— but that the correctneſs 
of his wiſdom are the fruits of his love, and 
the wholeſome remedy df our infirmities. 
His promiſe is that all things ſball work ro- 
gether for the good of thoſe who Iove him ; and 
that he will never leave nor forſake them. And 
there is greater cauſe and obligation for 2he 
chyiftian's fortitude and patience under any 


earthly calamity, who has received the beſt 


ſecurity and deareſt pledge of this promiſe of 
G6D, in the gift of His beloved ſon. Gop, 
who ſpared not his own for, but freely delivered 
him up for us all: how fball he not with him 
Freely give us all things ?a——And as thus we 
learn, that nothing does or can befall us, 
without the permiſſion or appointment of his 
providence,” Who is the wiſe and moral go- 
vernor of men. So the caſe of . en 


[tate FR ente of this dd 
fal ptomiſcuouſly on good and bad men: 
therefore the afflictions, which vifibly befall 
us, are no fure marks an maker's eie 
or diſpleaſure. 4 * 

Common experience — 155 nd 
men are to paſs uncharitable cenſures on thoſe 

whom 


BF. X, 

whom Gop has ſmitten. They are diſpoſed 
to flatter their own innocence, or to conclude 
themſelves leſs guilty, becauſe they are not 
involved in the like ſufferings. It gratifies 
their pride, or curioſity, to be thought of 
their maker's council, and to appear to ſee 
further into the reaſons of his providence and 
adminiſtrations, than other men. And how 
will they betray their preſumption, and en- 
vious joy, when any remarkable calamity falls 
upon thoſe, with whom they are at variance; 
as if the moral inſpector and judge of all the 
earth, then approved of their diſlike, by join- 
ing in their quarrel. And the credit of ſuch 
falie conſtructions, may have tempted alſo too 
many pious, but weak perſons, to judge too 
ſeverely of their ſpiritual ſtate, through the 
darkneſs, or apparent calamities of their out- 

ward condition. 55 
But by cloſely attending to the caſe of ſob, 
we may learn more caution in cenſuring our 
neighbour in adverſity: and it encourages us, 
moreover, to take that comfort under whate- 
ver ſufferings, or perſecutions may befall us, 
which the conſciouſneſs of our religious ſin- 
cerity can give. For when the friends of 
Job ſaw him afflicted by the hand of Goo, in 
a way ſtrange and extraordinary, they haſtily 
C con- 
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concluded, that he muſt needs have been a pro- 
digious finner : and whereas they could find no 
ſuch appearance in his outward converſation, 
they charged him with hypocriſy, concluding 
that all his diſtinguithed profeſſions of religion 
were falſe and counterfeit. But Job knew, 
and enjoyed the teſtimony of his integrity : 
his heavy calamity was not cauſed, nor exaſ- 
perated by his conſciouſneſs of any preſump- 
tuous, habitual, or unrepented wickedneſs : 
for however in the courſe of his life, he might 
have taken ſome falſe, or heedlefs ſteps, out 
of the path of his duty, (which the beſt men 
may not wholely eſcape, but from which they 
always diligently recover) nevertheleſs the 
prevalent courſe of his temper and actions 
was juſt and good; ſuch as ſuited the preſent 
meaſure and condition of humanity ; even 
ſuch as was neceſſary to the character, and 
ſufficient for the peace and acceptance of an 
upright man. Wherefore the witneſs of his 
conſcience ſupported his hope and patience, 
under the weight of his adverſity, and in de- 
fiance of the falſe and cruel cenſures which 
were paſſed on the ſurface and ſpectacle of his 
miſery. And to convince us of the truth of 
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| | his integrity and confidence, the righteous 
14 and infallible judge pronounced his character 
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( 19) 
to be, that of à perfect and upright man, who 
feared Gor, and avoided evil. 

It is known, indeed, by common experi- 
ence and obſervation—that the practice of 
ſocial and relative duties, 1s the likelieſt way, 
and uſually the moſt ſucceſsful means, to ac- 
quire the proſperities of this preſent life, and 
to enjoy them. And by his own prodigality 
and vices, any man may ſoon bring himſelf to 
certain diſgrace and ruin. But however the 
different behaviour of good and bad men, 
makes uſually a wide and viſible difference in 
their worldly eſtates and enjoyments ; yet 
many. wiſe and good reaſons of the divine 
government prevents this from being always 
fo: inſomuch that the records of ſacred and 
profane hiſtory, in concurrence with our own 
daily obſervation, inconteſtably ſhew, that 
many and great calamities do ſometimes fall 
promiſcuouſly upon good and bad men : which 
therefore ſhould not be conſtrued as neceflary 
effects, or certain puniſhments, of their fins. 
Theſe may be wiſely permitted, and inno- 
cently received at the hand of divine provi- 
dence; and ſhould be borne with meekneſs, 
as they are capable of a happy iſſue and im- 

provement. 
9 0 C 2 Theſe 


( 20 ) 

Theſe are ſent to us on a kind errand : 
their plain tendency is, to prevent and cure 
our immoderate love and purſuit of this world, 

to fave us from its criminal gratifications, and 
to draw us more cloſely to Gop : for unmixed 
proſperity is very intoxicating, and requires 
great conſideration and wiſdom rightly to bear 
it. And fince the kind aſpects of this world 
are ſo apt to engroſs and befool us, it argues 
the wiſe care of Gop, to let us ſee ſometimes 
her forbidding countenance ; that, like chil- 
dren frightened by ſome deformed appearance, 
we may then run more cloſely into the arms 
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1 of our heavenly father. Alas! were all things 
1 exactly ſuited to our humours here, when 
| ſhould we think of removing? And had we 
7 no previous diſeaſe or pain, no diſappointment 
| | ut nor ſuffering, to reconcile our thoughts to the 
| | i; grave, how much more ſtrange and dreadful 
1 would death at laſt appear to us? And ſince 
| Is |: the adverſity we ſometimes meet with, 
. indeed our beſt monitor, to prepare effectually 
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for the life that will certainly come, and is 
incomparably better: how then can we repine 
at our maker's providence, which takes this 
wile care, and expreſſeth ſo much kindneſs 
for this our higheſt intereſt ? 
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( 21 ) 

Let us then be perſuaded, to make the 
beſt choice for ourſelves, by approving always 
that which is divine Let us be content in 
every earthly condition, truſting all our inte- 
reſts with Gop, who beſt knows them! And 
make it our pious reſolution and care, to en- 
tertain the adminiſtrations of his government, 
with the like ſubmiſſion and duty, as he 
diſpenſeth them with love and wiſdom. And 
while we do ſo—not all the accidents of earth, 
or the powers of hell, can make us miſerable. 
For as we truſt in God, and hold faſt our 
integrity to men, be our afflictions what they 
will, we may be aſſured they are what in 
ſome reſpe& we need—all our affairs are then 
fafe in his gracious diſpoſal, who cannot err, 
and has promiſed never to leave nor forſake 
us :—and in the end of all our light and 
momentary ſufferings, we ſhall find cauſe to 
ſay, with the pſalmiſt, f 7s good for me, that 
T have been aff lifted. 
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